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Finn A. Haldorsen
Group Chairman

SITA, UK. A Rubb 
relocatable building  
provided the perfect 
solution to our 
storage problem

RAF Marham, UK.
RES hangars under  
evaluation by RAF.

South Berwick,
Maine, USA.
Salt storage problem  
solved!

Atlanta Georgia, USA.    
Rubb’s largest span 

hangar to date. It will    
accommodate two 
Boeing 717s side 

by side.

Cover Photo:
BVL type, 165’ (50m) span x 453’ (138m) long 

sports facility. This structure has a central
accommodation area which includes

changing/locker and shower rooms, reception area,
bar, as well as storage facilities. The external walls

are steel clad, Durham, UK. Full story on page 4.

Portland, 
Maine, USA.

Sports complex      
hosts major 
boat show

In 2004 the Rubb Group

continued its growth in the

aviation and sports markets,

particularly in the USA and UK.

Rubb USA completed the 

AirTran hangar (our largest to date) and has booked orders for more large

hangars in 2005. Rubb Buildings Ltd. in the UK delivered ‘Soccarena’ in 2004

and this is the largest structure of its type in Europe. With changing rooms,

full service pub and presentation rooms inside, the facility is a unique fabric

structure. Rubb Norway has delivered structures to a varied group of

customers from shipyards to the United Nations. Rubb Norway and Rubb USA

had a joint project in making a ship cover that is used on an 

offshore supply vessel in the winter months in Norway (see page 11 

for more information). This was a very challenging engineering 

and production task. Rubb USA did most of the engineering 

and Rubb Norway manufactured the structure.

In the beginning of 2005 the Rubb Group suffered 

a giant loss with the death of our founder, 

Finn Haldorsen. He started up all three Rubb 

plants personally and his strategic and 

product insight will be sorely missed by 

Rubb staff. I will of course miss him 

most as my greatly respected father.”

welcome to the    fabric
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The Rubb Group 
mourns the sad loss of 
Finn Haldorsen 
Finn Haldorsen 1934 - 2005

Following illness Finn Haldorsen passed
away on 4th February 2005. 
Finn Haldorsen started the Rubb Group in
Norway in 1968. In 1977 he moved to
England to start Rubb Buildings Ltd. When
this company was firmly established under
the leadership of Bill Wood (MD today), he
moved to Maine, USA and established Rubb
Inc. which today is under the leadership of
David C. Nickerson. 
Finn Haldorsen was married with 3 sons
and 1 daughter. He will be sadly missed.

Rubb Inc. and Protec Inc.
team up to supply the
military 
Rubb Inc and Protec Inc have entered a 
co-operation agreement with regard to
sales of Rubb/Protec products to the
military. Protec Inc are experts in
dehumidification of military storage
structures, and Rubb Inc have done many
joint projects with Protec over the last 
10 years.

Left to right - David C. Nickerson, President
of Rubb Inc, Chip Crotty, President of
Protec Inc and Gordon S. Collins Director
of Marketing at Rubb Inc.
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“The finest indoor football facility in
Europe” - states Chairman Stewart
Dawson of his brand new Soccarena
at Durham City Football Club. And
with the research Stewart has done
over the last 5-6 years, no one can
have reason to disbelieve his claim.
“I’ve been to indoor training grounds
at Manchester City, Wigan, Derby,
Ipswich, Stoke, Leicester City and
Notts Forest and been abroad to eight
different countries so I do know what
I’m talking about” commented
Stewart. He continued “It’s great to
have such a facility in the North East
and it’s great that it has been
designed, manufactured and installed
by a North East company too - Rubb
Buildings Limited”.

The story starts some six years ago when
Stewart and his associates had the idea of
building a massive indoor football
complex that could accommodate up to
eight 6-a-side pitches that were usable all
year round. “I was delighted when I
discovered there was a local company
that could help fulfill my dreams of
Soccarena. The quality of Rubb’s product;
the company’s track record and their
professional level of service left me in no
doubt that they would be my preferred
supplier”.

At this stage Rubb was completing a new
indoor training ground for Newcastle
United and after several visits to the site at
various stages of construction, Stewart
was so impressed with what he saw he
was determined to award Rubb the
contract.

“Between Rubb and ourselves we really
have pioneered the design of indoor 6-a-
side facilities. The original plan was for the
amenity block to be built outside the
indoor area, however in consultation with
the design team at Rubb we were able to
extend the building from 433’ (132m) to
453’ (138m) in length to include 
all the amenities literally 
undercover, while 

LARGEST SPORTS FACILITY
OF ITS TYPE IN EUROPE...

Football stars of the future enjoy the
purpose built facilities on offer at
Soccarena regardless of the weather
outside.
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at the same time maintaining the original
sizes of our football pitches”.

So a ‘building within a building’ was
constructed - to include men’s and
women’s changing rooms with disabled
access, a café, kitchen, conference room
and bar, first aid room and offices. Due to
the fact that we were able to incorporate
all these amenities, there have been
substantial savings to the overall build
cost” continued Stewart.

“Because of the ‘building within’ our facility
we had to meet the most stringent of fire
regulations” commented Rubb’s Sales
Manager, Ray Colby. “As with any
pioneering projects there were unique
hurdles to overcome, however we were
able to hand over our structure to the
Client with practical completion on 6th
September, having started on site on 
22nd June”.

The Rubb Soccarena is 453’ (138m) long
by 164’ (50m) wide with steel clad walls of
20’ (6m) in height, at its highest point the
building is 47.5’ (14.5m) high.

Considerable thought had to be given to
the design of the metal beam structures
to obtain as much height as possible
above the steel clad walls. “The design of
Soccarena really is ‘state of the art’”
commented Ray Colby. “With the height
of the building rising sharply from the side
walls to allow full use of the stadium for
throw-ins and corners!”

“The Rubb team couldn’t have been more
helpful” commented Stewart Dawson
again. “The group really were by our side
from start to finish, even getting involved
in areas of the contract that were not
Rubb’s direct responsibility. They even
manufactured the seating for our
changing rooms and advised on
emergency exit doors. It has all been
great teamwork for a team sport”.

“The development of the Rubb product, a
robust PVC coated fabric tensioned over a
metal frame, for the sports hall market, is
becoming one of our major markets”
commented Ray Colby, “with flexibility of
design, speed of construction and quality
of materials used make Rubb one of the
major players in this important area”.

Above Artist impression 
shows clearly the accommodation 

area between the pitches.

Right Flood lights during the evening give an almost
daylight feeling, while the translucent roof membrane

allows in natural daylight during daytime hours, 
thereby reducing the need for artificial lighting.

Top To maximize internal space the building is 
constructed with ‘I-beam’ column walls as an 
alternative to ‘lattice’ truss.

Below UK Prime Minister, Tony Blair officially opens
Soccarena along with Bill Wood, Managing Director,
Rubb Buildings and owner of Soccarena, Stewart
Dawson.



Client: Aker Langsten Shipyard
Location: Viking Avant Ship Building Type: BVE
Size: (W)61’(18.5m) (L)197’(60m) (SW)1.3’(0.4m)

Two Rubb Group companies have recently played an important part in
the building of the world’s first ‘ice class’ oil supply ship, ‘Viking Avant’.
Rubb USA designed a retractable fabric cover for the ship, which was
then manufactured in Norway by Rubb Motor AS.

Measuring 61’(18.5m) span by 197’(60m) in length, the Rubb cover
helps guarantee that the cargo hold is certified ice-free during the
transport of goods to oil production platforms that are situated in seas
where particularly cold weather conditions exist.

Client: SITA
Location: Scunthorpe, UK

Building Type: BVE  

Size: (W)100’(30m) (L)100’(30m) (SW)20’(6m)

In 1997 Rubb erected one of their standard
BVE buildings as a temporary waste
transfer station at North Shields, on the
outskirts of Newcastle upon Tyne. Once
construction of the permanent waste facility
had been completed, the Rubb BVE
building was taken down and stored for
future use. This was easily achieved as the
components of the building: flame retardant
PVC coated polyester cladding tensioned
over a hot dip galvanized steel frame, were
easy to dismantle and economical to store
in a corner of the North Shields site.

In 2004 temporary use of the building was
needed again, but this time at Normanby
Park, Scunthorpe, to where it was trans-
ported and re-erected in a couple of weeks.

When planning was granted for a Waste
Transfer Site at Scunthorpe, we were only
given approval for 7 years, so it would not
have been economically viable to erect a
traditionally constructed building. Our Rubb
relocatable building provided the perfect
solution.

Project Updates 
from the RUBB Group 
All dimensions shown are in ft and (m), width/span(W), length(L), sidewall(SW)
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Client: Bechtel Idaho
Location: Scoville, Idaho, USA Building Type: AVC
Size: (W)170’(51.8m) (L)240’(73.2m) (SW)20’(6m)

Safety and structural integrity were of paramount importance for this
project as it involved providing a facility that will last for at least 15 years
and fully meet Department of Energy remediation requirements. This
called on Rubb for a complete package as part of the project providing
‘backups for backups’ to ensure safety at all times. Included were an
insulation system, personnel doors with windows, panic hardware and
exit lights, lightning protection rods and six interlocking crane liftable
facilities.

Photo courtesy of the Idaho Completion project.
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This brand new indoor tennis center is
based on one of the BVE range of buildings
and covers three full size courts.

In addition to meeting the Lawn Tennis
Association (LTA) specification for
ventilation and lighting, and providing all
services, the center has been constructed
with steel clad sidewalls, special fire walls
and curtain walling. Periphery curtains and
dividing nets separate the individual courts.

Of special interest is a partially-glazed gable
end wall for viewing.

Client: Chesterfield    
Lawn Tennis Club

Location: Chesterfield, UK

Building Type: BVE  

Size: (W)125’(38m) (L)164’(50m) (SW)17.2’(5.25m)

Client: City of Portland
Location: Portland, Maine, USA Building Type: BVE
Size: (W)60’(18m) (L)100’(30.5m) (SW)20’(6m)

The City of Portland needed to quickly replace an aging warehouse
along its waterfront to support local marine terminal operations. With the
summer season fast approaching, the City contracted Rubb Inc. to
design, fabricate and install a 60’(18m) x 100’(30.5m) BVE structure with
a removable canopy. Rubb Inc. designed this structure working in co-
operation with the City, local code enforcement officials, and the general
contractor responsible for the concrete foundation. This was
accomplished from order to project completion in only 8 weeks. The
building features metal sidewalls, cargo and personnel doors, lighting
package, and a custom 15’(4.5m) x 70’(21m) BVR removable canopy.

Client: Vest Metall Retur AS
Location: Stord, Norway Building Type: THA
Size: (W)33’(10m) (L)50’(15m) (SW)11’(3.4m)

When this customer decided to change the configuration of his
production site for better productivity, this existing THA shelter was
suddenly in the wrong place, but not for long. Rubb Motor AS was
contacted and they relocated the shelter approx 800m away in one
piece using a mobile crane, proving once again the flexibility of Rubb
shelters and buildings. This saved substantially on the cost of labor 
due to the lack of dismantling/re-assembly and showed the true
relocatability of Rubb shelters.
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Military RES SheltersMilitary RES SheltersFeature...

Since 1970 the Rubb organization has

been pioneering the development of

relocatable buildings. Today Rubb

Buildings have many uses worldwide,

such as storage and warehousing, in

industries from marine, general

construction and aviation. They

comply with building code standards

for wind, water and snow resistance.

Over the years, Rubb has established

strong links with military forces throughout

the world. Recently, the product has been

adapted to meet today’s high tech military

demands with buildings specially

designed and manufactured for simple,

rapid deployment by armed forces.

The RES Hangar, as photographed above,

can be erected by a minimum workforce

of eight trained personnel without the aid

of a crane or any heavy mechanical lifting

equipment. The high number of

interchangeable parts ensures that 

erection is easy and can be accomplished

in most weather conditions.

Able to be erected on any terrain for

operational flexibility, the RES Hangar 

can be fully in use in just ten hours. 

With dimensions of 100’ (30m) long,

67’(20.4m) wide and 27’(8.3m) in 

overall height, the RES features a full 

end opening trident ‘Eyelid’ design door,

which allows a very wide opening for

rapid aircraft deployment. For

convenience, all components including

accessories such as lights and winches

arrive complete in only one standard 20’

container. The RES Hangar can be fitted

with any accessory   including lighting. The

cover is blackout compatible.

RES - A SUCCESS STORY TO BE PROUD OF 
FOR UK AND AMERICAN ARMED FORCES
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With erection taking less than ten hours

(including air conditioning, lighting), the

RES hangar is fully operational, with

capacity for either fixed wing or attack

helicopters. Full installation gives an

operational advantage in all climates.

Added flexibility stems from choice of

colors for the cover - including sand or

NATO green and white - to match the

theater of operation.

The Hangar has been so successful that

the US Army recently purchased five units

with a rapid deployment shelter (RDS)

linked to each RES (see illustration below).

Recently, UK Defence Minister Geoff Hoon,

toured Rubb’s UK manufacturing operation

at Team Valley. He visited design and

production departments and, of course,

looked at the latest product developments,

one of which is the adaptation of the RES

design into a rapid deployment workshop

and warehouse.

In addition, the RES will also be available

with a fast jet door option, currently under

development which will also make the

hangar even more space efficient to ship.

The illustration below shows an RES with

the option of Fast Jet and Roller Shutter

Doors.

Rubb Buildings’ Managing Director, Bill Wood (left) is
pictured talking to UK Defence Minister Geoff Hoon in
front of a RES Hangar with “Trident” door opening.
Mr Hoon said: “This shows that designing a world-
beating product with the help of the Government and
manufacturing it in the North East has created a
booming enterprise selling to customers all over the
world. This company has continually not only invested
in the product directly but in its people as well
through the modern apprenticeship scheme”.

Below: RES in use with the USAF Iraq.
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House Construction Cover
Location: Northern Maine, USA

Building Type: NV  

Size: (W)100’(30m) (L)200’(61m) (SW)multiple

How do you meet the challenges of
building a luxury home within a strict
schedule when your average annual snow-
fall is 9.3’(2.84m) and temperatures are
regularly below 0 degrees in the Winter?

Rubb designed, fabricated and installed
one of their relocatable buildings to
completely enclose a large building site to
allow for the construction of a large
residence by a specialty contractor. Due to
the large size of the new home, the project
is expected to take 18 months and span the
periods of the worst Winter months in
Maine. Without the custom Rubb structure
the project would have taken approximately
30-36 months. 

Allowances had to be made for the slope 
of the site with varying leg heights of the 
NV Range building ranging from 13’ to
29.5’(4 to 9m).

Accessories included a lighting system,
exhaust fans and two 18’(5.5m) wide by
14’(4.3m) high heavy duty roller shutter
doors.

Project 
Updates continued
All dimensions shown are in ft and (m), width/span(W), length(L), sidewall(SW)

Client: East Coast Warehouse
Location: Haxelton, Pennsylvania, USA Building Type: BVR
Size: (W)40’(12m) (L)65.5’(20m) (SW)16.4’(5m)

Quality and reliability were the key features in East Coast Warehouse’s
decision to award Rubb the contract for a BVR building at Hazelton.

The company’s President, Roy Lebovitz had previously purchased a
Rubb Building and knew exactly what he wanted when more storage
space was required.

Client: Sprague
Location: Searsport, Maine, USA Building Type: BVE
Size: (W)140’(42m) (L)230’(70m) (SW)24.5’(7.5m)

Rubb warehouses at the Searsport site form an integral part of the State
of Maine’s three seaport strategy of improving port facilities at Eastport,
Searsport and Portland; in total nine Rubb buildings are now in place at
these ports. This warehouse facility completed in March 2004, included
three 10’(3.3m) x 12(3.6m) roller shutter doors, two 14’(4.2m) x 14’
(4.2m) roller shutter doors, three personnel doors and one 9’(2.7m) x
9’(2.7m) roller shutter door in addition to 20 footcandle lighting and a
20,000 CFM fan. Rubb continues to work closely with terminal operators
at Maine’s ports to ensure that reliable, well maintained warehouse
space is available.
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Client: Fisher Engineering
Location: Rockland, Maine, USA Building Type: BVE
Size: (W)100’(30m) (L)150’(46m) (SW)20’(6m)

When Fisher Engineering, manufacturer of the renowned Fisher Plow,
needed to add fabrication space to their Rockland, Maine facility, they
turned to Rubb. Their solution was to move packaging and warehousing
in their main facility to a new Rubb warehouse.

The Rubb building was erected on the existing paved storage area with
virtually no additional site work. Rubb’s relocatable wide flange
foundation beam system was designed to accommodate the uneven
site. It was then sealed to the weather with an economical asphalt berm.

The facility was erected far more quickly than other alternatives.

Client: Norshipco
Location: USNS Stockham Building Type: BVE
Size: (W)40’(12m) (L)48’(14.5m) (SW)16.4’(5m)

Additional deck storage was the
requirement on board the USNS
Stockham and Rubb was able to
provide the solution with one of 
their BVE range buildings. Designed
and manufactured specifically for 
the ship, including  an I-Beam
foundation. Also included are two
14’x14’(4.2x4.2m) roller shutter
doors and cable braces for lifting.

Rubb is fast becoming one of the major
suppliers of indoor sports buildings in both
the USA and the UK. So much so that
Gorham Sports specified Rubb because of
the company’s reputation for building a
quality product. Indeed, the Gorham Sports
website advertises one of the key benefits
of Rubb’s translucent ceiling system...
“come play where the sun always shines”

Rubb sports buildings offer
exceptionally bright, open,
clearspan spaces that provide
great flexibility and well lit
playing venues for a variety of
sports. Long term structural
capability and low main-
tenance costs are ensured 
by the superior frame and hot
dip galvanized corrosion
protection system. As Steve
Martin, President of Gorham Sports
commented “As a company, Rubb has
always been very responsive to our needs.”

Client: Gorham Sports
Location: Gorham, Maine, USA
Building Type: BVE  
Size: (W)185’(56m) (L)270’(82m) (SW)20’(6m)



Town: South Berwick
Location: South Berwick, Maine, USA Building Type: THA 
Size: (W)26.2’(8m) (L)50’(15m) (SW)11’(3.4m)

Cost was of prime concern for this structure at South Berwick and
because there was no requirement to meet local building codes, a
Rubb THA shelter could be used. The THA was erected on a
conventional foundation. However, as the building was needed to
store road salt, easy access was required for large mechanical
equipment. Rubb had to manufacture a custom sized PVC folding
door. This building was designed and erected before the winter set in.

Client: Yankee Water Systems
Location: North Waterboro, Maine, USA         Building Type: THA
Size: (W)40’(12m) (L)60’(18m) (SW)11’(3.4m)

Yankee Water Systems was looking for an affordable solution to be able
to house their well drilling equipment and to ensure it was operational
during the winter months. Having looked at various alternatives, it soon
became apparent that a THA Shelter was the most cost-effective
solution to their requirements, especially as the shelter allowed for the
installation of a heating system for use during winter.

Project Updates continued All dimensions shown are in ft and (m), width/span(W), length(L), sidewall(SW)

Client: Condeep
Location: South West Norway Building Type: NV
Size: (W)40’(12m) (L)43’(13m) (SW)6’(1.7m)

Over thirty years since it was first erected and this Rubb building looks
as good as new. Originally supplied in 1970 to Aker Stord, a large off-
shore oil platform producer, this Condeep structure was re-covered
last year, hence the new look. Since the building was first built, it was
sold and relocated to SIM Nrig AS where it is now used for sand
blasting and as a paintshop for ISO containers.
The original fabric cover lasted well over 30 years, the galvanized metal
structure is as good as new, the building has been relocated and it
continues to have a healthy resale value.

Client: United Nations
Location: Sudan Building Type: THAB
Size: (W)33’(10m) (L)79’(24m) (SW)11’(3.4m)

This shelter is a further product development from the old THAB in that
it has a new method of attaching the inner liner. This was tested
successfully on the above shelter in the field. THAB shelters are very
transportation friendly in that five 33’(10m) span x 79’(24m) long
shelters can be loaded into one standard 20’ container. These shelters
are extensively used by relief organizations around the world for food
storage, temporary field hospitals and workshops.
This particular shelter was manufactured at Rubb Norway and sold via
W.Giertsen AS in Norway.
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